
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans’ monthly birthday parties…………Every third Wednesday of 

the month at 3pm our chapter sponsors a monthly birthday party at the Fort 

Thomas VA.  Our themes vary each month and have recently included a 

gardening project in May, a fishing theme in June and the Red's baseball one 

in July.  Currently we are planning a beach theme for August, a traditional 

birthday party in September and a Halloween one in October.  We provide 

the decorations, paper goods and soft drinks for the parties.  Occasionally we 

have entertainment and are always in need of any talent that any one might 

like to share with us.   We also have a raffle each month and are in need of 

donated gifts.  Last month Chris Geiman and Tricia Yarter generously 

donated Reds' items. 

  

Anyone that would like to join us please email me at 

prizm01@insightbb.com.   

 

Colleen Gagliardi—VAVS Rep. 
 

 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

September 19, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

History of the 

National League of POW/MIA Families' 

POW/MIA Flag 



In 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife and member of the National League 

of Families, recognized the need for a symbol of our POW/MIAs. Prompted 

by an article in the Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union, Mrs. Hoff contacted 

Norman Rivkees, Vice President of Annin & Company, which had made a 

banner for the newest member of the United Nations, the People's Republic of 

China, as a part of their policy to provide flags to all United Nations 

members’ states. Mrs. Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to the 

POW/MIA issue, and he, along with Annin's advertising agency, designed a 

flag to represent our missing men. Following League approval, the flags were 

manufactured for distribution.  

On March 9, 1989, an official League flag, which flew over the White House 

on 1988 National POW/MIA Recognition Day, was installed in the U.S. 

Capitol Rotunda as a result of legislation passed overwhelmingly during the 

100th Congress. In a demonstration of bipartisan Congressional support, the 

leadership of both Houses hosted the installation ceremony. 

The League's POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever displayed in the U.S. 

Capitol Rotunda where it will stand as a powerful symbol of national 

commitment to America's POW/MIAs until the fullest possible accounting has 

been achieved for U.S. personnel still missing and unaccounted for from the 

Vietnam War. 

On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress passed U.S. Public Law 101-355, 

which recognized the League's POW/MIA flag and designated it "as the 

symbol of our Nation's concern and commitment to resolving as fully as 

possible the fates of Americans still prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in 

Southeast Asia, thus ending the uncertainty for their families and the Nation". 

The importance of the League's POW/MIA flag lies in its continued visibility, 

a constant reminder of the plight of America's POW/MIAs. Other than "Old 

Glory", the League's POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever to fly over the White 

House, having been displayed in this place of honor on National POW/MIA 

Recognition Day since 1982. With passage of Section 1082 of the 1998 

Defense Authorization Act during the first term of the 105th Congress, the 

League's POW/MIA flag will fly each year on Armed Forces Day, Memorial 

Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, National POW/MIA Recognition Day and 

Veterans Day on the grounds or in the public lobbies of major military 

installations as designated by the Secretary of the Defense, all Federal national 

cemeteries, the national Korean War Veterans Memorial, the National 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the White House, the United States Postal 

Service post offices and at the official offices of the Secretaries of State, 

Defense and Veteran's Affairs, and Director of the Selective Service System. 

© 1998 National League of POW/MIA Families 

For more information visit www.pow-miafamilies.org 
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MISSING MAN TABLE & HONORS CEREMONY  

Moderator:Moderator:Moderator:Moderator: 

As you entered the dining area, you may have noticed a table at the 
front, raised to call your attention to its purpose -- it is reserved to 
honor our missing loved ones [or missing comrades in arms, for 
veterans]. 

Set for six, the empty places represent Americans still [our men] 
missing from each of the five services -- Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Air Force, Coast Guard - and civilians. This Honors Ceremony 
symbolizes that they are with us, here in spirit. 

Some [here] in this room were very young when they were sent into 
combat; however, all Americans should never forget the brave men 
and women who answered our nation's call [to serve] and served the 
cause of freedom in a special way. 

I would like to ask you to stand, and remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer, as the Honor Guard places the five service covers and 
a civilian cap on each empty plate. 

Honor Guard: Honor Guard: Honor Guard: Honor Guard:  

(In silence o(In silence o(In silence o(In silence or with dignified, quiet music as background, the Honor r with dignified, quiet music as background, the Honor r with dignified, quiet music as background, the Honor r with dignified, quiet music as background, the Honor 
Guard moves into position around the table and simultaneously Guard moves into position around the table and simultaneously Guard moves into position around the table and simultaneously Guard moves into position around the table and simultaneously 
places the covers of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and places the covers of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and places the covers of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and places the covers of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and 
Coast Guard, and a civilian hat, on the dinner plate at each table Coast Guard, and a civilian hat, on the dinner plate at each table Coast Guard, and a civilian hat, on the dinner plate at each table Coast Guard, and a civilian hat, on the dinner plate at each table 
settingsettingsettingsetting. The Honor Guard then departs.). The Honor Guard then departs.). The Honor Guard then departs.). The Honor Guard then departs.)  

Moderator:Moderator:Moderator:Moderator:  
Please be seated ....... I would like to explain the meaning of the 
items on this special table. 

The table is round -- to show our everlasting concern for our missing 
men. 



The tablecloth is white -- symbolizing the purity of their motives when 
answering the call to duty. 

The single red rose, displayed in a vase, reminds us of the life of 
each of the missing, and the[ir] loved ones and friends of these 
Americans who keep the faith, awaiting answers. 

The vase is tied with a red ribbon, symbol of our continued 
determination to account for our missing. 

A slice of lemon on the bread plate is to remind us of the bitter fate of 
those captured and missing in a foreign land. 

A pinch of salt symbolizes the tears endured by those missing and 
their families who seek answers. 

The Bible represents the strength gained through faith to sustain 
those lost from our country, founded as one nation under God. 

The glass is inverted -- to symbolize their inability to share this 
evening's [morning's/day's] toast. 

The chairs are empty -- they are missing. 

Let us now raise our water glasses in a toast to honor America's 
POW/MIAs and to the success of our efforts to account for them. 

Courtesy of: 

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 

OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 



 

 
 

What Are You Embracing? 
 

One day, I was in the kitchen at Lakewood Church making some hot tea. 

Several others were also taking a break, and the place was buzzing with 

activity. I had my tea in one hand and a spoon in the other, and I was just 

about to stir when suddenly, I looked up to see my little five-year-old 

nephew, Christopher, pushing through the crowd and running straight for me. Now 

although Christopher is less than half my size, he’s as strong as a 

lion and solid as steel. On top of that, he doesn’t recognize his own 

strength, so I knew I had to brace myself for what was about to happen. A 

split second later, Christopher plowed right into me, grabbing me around 

the legs and squeezing me as tightly as he could! With all the energy he 

could muster, Christopher was showing me his love, and with all the balance 

I could muster, I was trying not to spill my hot tea! 

 

As much as I wanted to embrace Christopher at that very moment, my hands 

were full, so I couldn’t. I had to let go of what was in my hands firs t. As 

soon as I placed my cup and spoon on the counter, I was able to wrap my 

arms around little Christopher and return his embrace. Not only was I able 

to enjoy Christopher’s love, but also I was able to give love back to him. There was an 

exchange that took place when I let go of what was in my hands. 

 

How often do we go through life holding on to things we think are important 

when they really are not? Sometimes, we can get so busy and have so much in our hands 

that we completely miss out on the new things that are right in 

front of us. Sometimes we have to be willing to put something down in order 

to embrace something better. 

 

Is there something you are holding on to today, something that you know you need to let 

go of to make room for what God is trying to do in your life? 

Is your schedule overloaded? Are you clinging to a relationship that you 

know is unhealthy? Are your thoughts consumed with a situation from your 

past? You might even be holding on to something good, but good things can 

also keep our hands too full to embrace God´s very best things. 

 

I encourage you, as you evaluate what you have in your hands, to be willing 

to release everything to God. Allow Him to order and direct your steps so 

you can embrace the very best that He has in store for your life! 

 

To everything there is a season, and a time for every matter…a time to 

embrace and a time t o refrain from embracing (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 5b AMP). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     
  
  
 

 

History 
 

When the United States entered World War I in 1917, George Vaughn 

Seibold, 23, volunteered, requesting assignment in aviation. He was 
sent to Canada where he learned to fly British planes since the United 

States had neither an air force nor planes. Deployed to England, he was 

assigned to the British Royal Flying Corps, 148th Aero Squadron. With 
his squadron, he left for combat duty in France. He corresponded with 

his family regularly. His mother, Grace Darling Seibold, began to do 
community service by visiting returning servicemen in the hospitals. 

 
The mail from George stopped. Since all aviators were under British 

control and authority, the United States could not help the Seibold 
family with any information about their son.  Grace continued to visit 

hospitalized veterans in the Washington area, clinging to the hope that 
her son might have been injured and returned to the United States 

without any identification. While working through her sorrow, she 
helped ease the pain of the many servicemen who returned so war-

damaged that they were incapable of ever reaching normalcy.  
 

But on October 11, 1918, George's wife in Chicago received a box 

marked "Effects of deceased Officer 1st Lt. George Vaughn Seibold". The 
Seibolds also received a confirmation of George's death on November 

4th through a family member in Paris. 
 

On Sunday, December 15, 1918, nine days before Christmas Eve, the 
following obituary appeared in the Washington Star newspaper: 

 
Lieut. G. V. Seibold Killed in Action 

Battling Aviator, Recently Cited for Bravery in France, is War 
Victim. 

 
Lieut. George Vaughn Seibold, battling aviator, cited for 

bravery in action some time ago, lost his life in a fight in the 
air August 26, last. His father, George G. Seibold…has been 

officially notified of his son’s death by the War Department. 

 
Lieut. Seibold was a member of the 148th U. S. Aero 

Squadron. He was first reported missing in action, though a 
number of circumstances led to the fear that he had been 

killed. Hope was sustained until now, however, by the failure 
to receive definite word. 



George's body was never identified. 

 
Grace, realizing that self-contained grief is self-destructive, devoted her 

time and efforts to not only working in the hospital but extending the 
hand of friendship to other mothers whose sons had lost their lives in 

military service. 
 

She organized a group consisting solely of these special mothers, with 
the purpose of not only comforting each other, but giving loving care to 

hospitalized veterans confined in government hospitals far from home. 
 

The organization was named after the Gold Star that families hung in 
their windows in honor of the deceased veteran. 

 
After years of planning, June 4, 1928, twenty-five mothers met in 

Washington, DC to establish the national organization, American Gold 

Star Mothers, Inc. 
 

The success of our organization continues because of the bond of 
mutual love, sympathy, and support of the many loyal, capable, and 

patriotic mothers who while sharing their grief and their pride, have 
channeled their time, efforts and gifts to lessening the pain of others. 

 
We stand tall and proud by honoring our children, assisting our 

veterans, supporting our nation, and healing with each other. 
 

On May 28, 1918, President Wilson approved a suggestion made by the 
Women’s Committee of the Council of National Defenses that, instead of 

wearing conventional mourning for relatives who have died in the 
service of their country, American women should wear a black band on 

the left arm with a gilt star on the band for each member of the family 

who has given his life for the nation. 
 

“The Service Flag displayed from homes, places of business, churches, 
schools, etc., to indicate the number of members of the family or 

organizations who are serving in the Armed Forces or who have died 
from such service. Service flags have a deep Blue Star for each living 

member in the service and a Gold Star for each member who has died.” 
Thus, the Gold Star and the term Gold Star Mother, as applied to 

mothers whose sons or daughters died in World War I, were accepted; 
they have continued to be used in reference to all American military 

engagements since that time. 

 
 



Who Is a Gold Star Mother? 
 

Often the question has been asked, “Who is a Gold Star Mother?” During the 

early days of World War I, a Blue Star was used to represent each person, man 

or woman in the Military Service of the United States. As the war progressed 
and men were killed in combat, others wounded and died of their wounds or 

disease, there came about the accepted usage of the Gold Star. 
 

This Gold Star was substituted and superimposed upon the blue Star in such a 
manner as to entirely cover it. The idea of the Gold Star was that the honor and 

glory accorded the person for his supreme sacrifice in offering for his country, 
the last full measure of devotion and pride of the family in this sacrifice, rather 

than the sense of personal loss which would be represented by the mourning 
symbols. 

 
On June 4, 1928, a group of twenty-five mothers residing in Washington, DC, 

met to make plans to organize a national organization to be known as American 
Gold Star Mothers, Inc., a nondenominational, non-profitable and nonpolitical 

organization. On January 5, 1929, the organization was incorporated under the 

laws of the District of Columbia.  The Charter was kept open for ninety days. At 
the end of this time they had a membership of sixty-five, which included 

mothers throughout the United States: North, South, East and West. 
 

There were many small groups of Gold Star Mothers functioning under local and 
state charters. When these groups learned of a national organization with 

representation in nearly every State in the Union they wished to affiliate with 
the larger group and many did so. This group was composed of women who had 

lost a son or daughter in World War I. 
 

Beyond World War I 
 

During the 1942 National Convention of the AGSM, the membership was opened 

to mothers who had lost a son or daughter in World War II and was again 

opened after the Korean Conflict. 
 

The Charter 
 

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. is registered in the United States Patent 

Office, Legislative Branch of the United States Congressional Library and the 
United States World Book Almanac. 

 
The original copy of the Federal Charter granted to the American Gold Star 

Mothers, Inc. was placed in the Archives of Congress. 
 

One June 12th, 1984 the Ninety-Eighth Congress of the United States granted 
the American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. a charter. Sec. 3 lists the objects and 

purposes for which the corporation is organized, shall be those provided in its 
articles of incorporation, and shall include a continuing commitment, on a 

national basis.  



• Keep alive and develop the spirit that promoted world services.  

• Maintain the ties of fellowship born of that service, and to assist and 
further all patriotic work.  

• Inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, State, and 
Nation.  

• Assist veterans of World War I, World War II, the Korean Conflict, 

Vietnam, and other strategic areas and their dependents in the 
presentation of claims to the Veterans’ Administration, and to aid in any 

way in their power the men and women who served and died or were 
wounded or incapacitated during hostilities.  

• Perpetuate the memory of those whose lives were sacrificed in our wars.  

• Maintain true allegiance to the United States of America.  

• Inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country in the communities in 

which we live.  

• Inspire respect for the Stars and Stripes in the youth of America.  

• Extend needful assistance to all Gold Star Mothers and, when possible, to 

their descendents.  

• To promote peace and good will for the United States and all other 
Nations.  

Membership 
 

We are an organization of mothers whose sons or daughters served and died 
that this world might be a better place in which to live. 

 
Natural Mothers, who are citizens of the United States of America or of the 

Territorial and Insular Possessions of the United States of America, whose sons 
and daughters served and died in line of duty in the Armed Forces of the United 

States of America or its Allies, or died as a result of injuries sustained in such 
service, are eligible for membership in American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. 

Adoptive Mothers and Stepmothers who reared the child from the age of five 
years whose natural mother is deceased, are also eligible under the above 

conditions. 
 

The minimum membership of a new Chapter shall be five eligible members. 

Departments are composed of Chapters within their respective States or such 
other Chapters as the National Executive Board shall approve. 

 
There are no honorary members. Husbands of a member and siblings of the 

deceased may be enrolled as an Associate Member, paying no dues, holding no 
office nor having a vote. There is no form or class of membership except as 

active membership and dues are paid annually. Members-at-large forward their 
yearly membership per capita to the Department Treasurer of their state. 



Convention 
 

A National Convention is held annually at a time and place decided by a 

preceding convention; or, in the event such time and place is not voted by the 

National Convention, then it shall be decided by the National Executive board. 
The purpose of the National Convention is to elect officers for the ensuing year 

and to transact any and all business as may properly come before it. 
 

Affiliations 
 

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. is a member of the Advisory Board of the 

Veterans Administration Voluntary Service. Almost all Chapters of American gold 
Star Mothers throughout the United States of America give many hours of 

volunteer work and personal service in all Hospitals for Veterans and to the 
veterans and their families in their community. The organization works closely 

with all Veterans’ Organizations. 
 

Proclamation by the President of the United States 
 

Whereas the preamble to Public Resolution 123, 74th Congress, approved June 

23, 1936 (40 Stat. 1895), recites: 
 

Whereas the service rendered the United States by the American mother is the 
greatest source of the Country’s strength and inspiration; and “Whereas we 

honor ourselves and the mothers of America when we revere and give emphasis 

to the home as the fountainhead of the State; and 
 

“Whereas the American mother is doing so much for the home and for the moral 
and spiritual uplift of the people of the United States and hence so much for 

good government and humanity; and 
 

“Whereas the American Gold Star Mothers suffered the supreme sacrifice of 
motherhood in the loss of their sons and daughters in World Wars” 

 
and Whereas the said Public Resolution 12 provides: 

 
“That the President of the United States is hereby authorized and requested to 

issue a proclamation calling upon the Government officials to display the United 
States flag on all Government buildings, and the people of the United States to 

display the flag and to hold appropriate meetings in their homes, churches, or 

other suitable places, on the last Sunday in September, as public expression of 
the love, sorrow and reverence of the people of the United States for the 

American Gold Star Mothers." 
 

“Sec. 2. That the last Sunday in September shall hereafter be designated and 
known as “Gold Star Mother’s Day,” and it shall be the duty of the President to 

request its observance as provided for in this resolution.” 

 


