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Food Items  

 
Individual Serving Sizes of: 

 

 Ramen Noodles 
Cheese (package) 

Tuna, Salmon, Chicken 
 (in the foil pouches or cracker kit) 

Bon-appetite meals 
 Coffee & Tea Singles 

 Gatorade mix/ Crystal Light 
Powdered Drink mixes 

 Easy Mac & Hamburger Helper Singles 
 Microwavable shelf-stable items  

(Beef-a-Roni, Spagetti-os) 
 Slim Jims-Beef Jerky- Pepperoni 

 Sunflower Seeds  
 Fruit Rollups/Fruit Snacks 

 Trail Mix/ Nuts 
 Chips (hard pack -- i.e. Pringles) 

 Fruit Cups; Peaches, Pears, Applesauce 
 Dried Fruit, i.e. Raisins  
 Granola/Energy bars 
 Microwave popcorn 

 Instant oatmeal  
Single serving puddings/Jell-O 

    
Entertainment Items:  

 

Music CD’s 
 Crossword / Puzzle Books (Small) 
 Playing Cards - Movies on DVD 

 Small electronic Games (i.e. Car Games) 
Batteries (AAA, AA) 

Writing tablets & pen or pencils 
Letters, cards and notes 

   
 �

�

Hygiene Items  
 

Small sizes of: 
 

Lotion 
Lip Balm 
Razors 

Eye Drops 
Deodorant 

Tooth Brushes / Tooth Paste / Dental Floss 
Mouth wash 

Q-Tips 
Kleenex (individual packs) 

Medicated foot powder (non aerosol)  
Hand warmers 

Wet-ones / disposable wipes 
Lotion soap / regular hand soap 

Shampoo & Conditioner 
 

And the most important of all  
 

St. Patrick’s Day Candy 
Easter Candy if possible 

Any kind of Candy, Candy, Candy 
Gum 

Swizzle’s 
Tootsie roll pops 

Cow Tails 
Life savers / mints 

 

Misc Items  
 

Shoelaces (27” leather round laces): 
Disposable cameras 

AT&T international phone cards 
Flip flops 
SOCKS 
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Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 
NKY Chapter 5 

Monthly Meeting, February 20, 2008 
 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:56 pm. 
 
Chaplin – opening prayer, draping of gold star. 
 
Lighting of the remembrance candle. 
 
Welcome new member Teresa Bowling. 
 
Nick Bolmer – presentation of Coin to Nick Bolmer.  Talked about the boxes received and 
suggestions on what he would like to see in boxes in shipments. 
 
Will dispose of initiating – new members not present. 
 
Social Chair – Wanda McNees – every meeting going forward will have a roll of tickets and will 
get a chance for door prize.  Tickets given for bringing snacks, wearing red, white & blue, etc.  
Will also recognize all mother’s birthdays in each meeting for that month.  Anna only member 
present with birthday this month. . given birthday card, rose and boa acknowledging birthday.   
 
President reminder – be gracious when questioning any ideas, suggestions, etc. that are brought 
up at the meetings.  Secretary reiterated that no one is supposed to be speaking until 
acknowledged by the Executive board. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Secretary:  Minutes from last meeting – no corrections to last month’s minutes.  Minutes from 
extended board meeting not available at this meeting.  Synopsis of Extended Board Member – 
where we’re going forward with social functions, fund raising, etc.  We have boxes to be sent at 
the end of March.   
 
Treasurer:  Treasurer not present 
 
Membership:  Treasurer not present.  Secretary reported – memberships have been sent to 
National.  When membership cards are received, Vicki Adams will present to members.  
Secretary will present Associate’s members cards. 
 
Sunshine Report:  Delores reported that Frank got his gift card to Oriental Wok and Jeremy’s 
package was sent and will be received by birthday.  Request for contributions to birthday 
collection jar. 
 
Social Committee:  Wanda McNees has many ideas for fundraising.   
 

1. Making t-shirts to sell for $15.00 –cost is $10.00 to make – for BSM to wear at various 
functions.  Can also get them in color for same price.   

�
2. Making t-shirts to sell for $15.00 –cost is $10.00 to make – for BSM to wear at various 

functions.  Can also get them in color for same price.   
 

3. Fundraiser for restaurant coupon card. .has ordered, but not yet received.  No cost up 
front BSM makes $5.00 for each one sold.  Members need to initiate contact to get the 



cards to sell.  Will be sent 50 at a time.  Have to send $250 to get additional cards.  
Restaurant cards are good for anywhere in Northern KY and are good until December 31, 
2008.   

 
4. School Penny Drive – looking for volunteers to talk to schools for penny drive to raise 

money for postage on shipment, or ask if we can put a barrel in school to collect 
pennies/donations.    List of items to collect.    Suggested that Social Committee chair 
prepare a letter so that we are all on the same page when approaching schools.  Kim 
suggested tie in to Make a Difference Day in October.  Wanda has a few schools already 
–Campbell Co. High School (Chris Geiman), Ann – 3 Kenton County Schools.  Check 
with Wanda before approaching schools so we don’t duplicate.  Secretary states that last 
year when we did this, we prepared a letter/flyer.  Get a meeting scheduled in next week 
or so to get going on whatever is motioned on and voted on.  Ice cream party for the 
participants provided by Trauth Dairy. 

 
5. Rumpke – assigned area to pick up trash. . for every mile we pick up we get $100.  If 

interested – request volunteers to get a list.  Something that we would like to get involved 
in. 

 
Advertising:  talked to Insight and will put onto Community Calendar – BSM information and 
sending packages, what we do, etc.  They need info 2 weeks prior.  Has also contacted local 
paper.  Need volunteers for March 22nd to man the volunteer station – rented clubhouse at 
Wanda’s to accept donations for boxes.  Will also run another ad – BSM thanking and 
acknowledging 3 soldiers returning home.  Also has someone working on preparing signs for 
advertisement when we have events happening. 
 
Events – planning a Mother’s Day picnic. . for the week of May 11th.  New member Ann’s 
husband works at the Airport and is trying to get the park at the Airport.    
 
Reminder for Memorial Day event.  President would like to have Patriot Guard present at 
Memorial Day event. 
 
Reminder – next 3 Sundays will be picking up donations from Mary Queen of Heaven. 
 
Need volunteers to make up signs, ribbon making on Thursday night at Secretary’s house at 7:00 
pm. 
 
Friday night 7:00 pm – Social Committee meeting re: schools, penny drive and picnic. 
 
Wanda – real estate agent. . if anyone has any real estate needs and it closes, Wanda will donate 
$100. 
 
VA Committee:  
 
Colleen – VA – volunteering for birthday parties at the VA – 2:00 pm on the 3rd Wednesday of 
every month – 1 hour. VA provides food drinks.  Ask that we supply the decorations.  Today, 
Kim played piano.  They also do raffle and give out gifts, i.e., cologne, flashlights, etc.  Need 
volunteers to help with this once a month.  Maybe we get names of veterans with birthdays. . to 
be given to each person with a birthday.  This is the rest home/ rehab section.  Allocate certain 
dollar amount per month for decorations and gifts.  Motion needs to be made.   
 
VA is having National Day – national picnic for all Veterans. . plan on doing this annually.  Will 
find out more and what to do to participate and let us know in future meeting.   
 
Colleen volunteered to help with their books.  Accept donated books – no romance novels 
please.  Will accept VHS and audio books.  Large print appreciated – magazines, etc.   



 
Chris suggested that Campbell Co & Kenton Co libraries have a sale once a month – bag of 
books for cheap. 
 
HISTORIAN:  Nothing to report.  Requested that if anyone gets any information from news re: 
soldiers, BSM, etc. report to Chris. 
 
VA Social Activities – Waiting on VA approval for Share a Dream.  Contact has been made with 
Todd Sledge.  President will follow up contact to VA.   
 
ROLL CALL:  
 
Attendees:   
 
Kathy Noll- Mother 
Paul Noll – father (associate member) 
Chris Geiman – Historian 
Brittney McNees – associate 
Wanda McNees – Social Committee 
Teresa Bowling – Member/visitor 
Sharon Bolmer – VA Social Committee 
Lorene Friedman – Secretary 
Peggy Eubanks – Parliamentarian 
Kimberly Piol – President 
Carol Gries – 1st Vice President 
Delores Held – Sunshine Committee 
Anna Judd – Patriotic Inst. 
Colleen Gagliardi – VAVS 
Kim Hockney – Chaplin 
 
Brick Committee – all bricks have been ordered and paid for – 44 bricks. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  No unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Sharon Bolmer makes motion different name on t-shirts – We Support our US Forces instead of 
soldiers, etc. – Anna 2nd.  No opposed – Motion carried. 
 
Kim Hockney makes motion that BSM gives Social Committee $250 to be paid for the coupons 
cards when received when they are received to order 50 more cards.  Chris Geiman 2nd.  No 
opposed.  Motion carried.   
 
Anna Judd makes a motion to give the VAVS $50 stipend per month for the VA activities to 
begin March 1, 2008.  Delores Held 2nd motion.  No opposed.  Motion carried. 
 
KY Col. Certificates given out to:  Sharon Bolmer, Chris Geiman and Tony Geiman. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Blue Star Banner Flag – Secretary got okay from National to put our name on the flag/banner. 
 
Also we can have our chapter on the official BSMA white hats. 
 
Memorial Day Ceremony – all Associate Members and Mothers will be sent out invitations.  If 
anyone wants any others sent out, give Lorene name and address by the 3rd week of April. Please 
wear Blue Star Mother shirts or red, white & blue.   



 
Mary Queen of Heaven pickup on Sunday.  Kathy & Paul volunteered that they have a closed in 
patio.  Kay has offered her storage unit. 
 
Lorene trying to get in touch with scheduling an interview of BSM – who we are and what we 
do. 
 
Lorene rec’d an email from Patriotic Guard Riders.  Had sent our info on to HOTH.  Rec’d email 
from (Julie) HOTH offering help.  We are their first project.   
 
Lorene heard from Jeremy de Vries. 
 
Lorene rec’d donation from insurance friend. 
 
Closing prayer by Chaplin. 
 
Meeting closed 8:53 p.m. 
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Notes from Wanda McNees (Fundraisers & ‘Special Attention for Members’)  
�
Door Prizes for meetings: 
      Members will be given tickets thru out the meeting for door prizes at each meeting. You may 
receive a ticket by wearing your BSM’S Shirt, red white and blue, or any supporting of the military 
shirt, bringing in items for the goodie boxes, snacks for the meeting, or just doing a good deed. 
Drawing done at the end of each meeting. Must be present to win.  
 
Members Birthday: 
     We will be recognizing member for their B-day.  
 
Ordering Items: 
    We will be ordering ink pens for part of our advertising when they are on special again. They will 
be something that we will be able to hand out at up coming events. 
 

Fundraising: 
     T-Shirts are available for sale for $15. We are extending this sale until next months meeting 
(March 19) to give everyone a chance to order. Profit of $5 will be made on each shirt sold. Shirt 
must be paid for before ordering. 
 
 
 
 

 



    Coupons are in we are selling them for $10 each and $5 profit is being made. This is an easy 
moneymaker. BSM’S will be issuing a check for $250 to send to KY Fundraising so we can receive 
another 50 coupons. See or call Wanda McNees for your coupons (859) 240-0632 or 
wm_41005@yahoo.com  Our goal is $1000. We can do it. 
 
     School Penny Drive is in the makings. We now have 4 different schools that we are working on 
for donations. Simon Kenton, Hinsdale, Kenton Elm. (Ann Kloentrup) & Campbell Co High (Christy 
Geiman) BSM’S and Trauth Dairy will provide Ice cream to the schools for a Thank You. Details for 
hosting the ice cream will be at a later date. We will need at least 5 volunteers to help sever the ice 
cream at each school.  
 
     Trash Pick Up: This is a program thru Rumpke Trash Removal. Must be a 501-C3, we will be 
assigned a 10 mile area, all supplies will be provided (By Rumpke) for the pick up. We can do this 
twice a year. We will make $100 a mile. (total $1000)  We need to get at least 20 volunteers and we 
will work in pairs of at least two. The area assigned will be a road that does not have a double yellow 
line. We are also waiting on warmer weather before we start. Sign up will be at our next meeting. 
 

    Wanda McNees is offering a $100 donation to the BSM’S for any referrals to her Real Estate 
Business. If you send a referral to her and it is a deal that closes, she will donate $100 for each and 
every closing referral buyer or sellers. 
 
Advertising: 
    All information has been sent in to Insight to be added to the Community Calendar. Waiting on the 
contact person to call with showing times and dates. 
 
Called local papers about upcoming events for some coverage. 
 
Pebble Creek Donation Drive is March 22 from 2-6 pm. Set up time will be around 12:30 pm we will 
need about 3-4 volunteers to help. We also need donation for snacks and drinks for the day. We have 
made the signs and ribbons for our handouts. We would like to have any soldiers that are home, to 
come to this event the press should be there. Directions are: I-75 north or south Exit at Florence-
Burlington go west on RT 18(towards the mall) follow RT 18 about 3 miles to Camp Ernst Rd turn 
left (just pass Kroger) follow to Pebble Creek on left (about 2 mile) Left into Pebble Creek go thru 
the first stop sign and at the next ST on the right you will see the Club House on the right (must turn 
in to the street to turn into the Club House) 
 

Events: 
    Our Mothers Day Picnic will be May 4th or 18th. We are still waiting on approval for the use of the 
Air Port Park. Everyone bring a dish, games and door prizes will be available. This will be a Special 
Day we need everyone to attend.  
 
     Memorial Day May 26 is the Brick Ceremony. We need everyone at this event. Wear your 
BSM”S Shirts. We do not have a time as of now. Please bring all soldiers that are home on leave or 
other to this event. 
 

   Set up at the Boone, Kenton, and Campbell Co Fairs. Working on Details. 
 
   Cook Out Event is coming in Sept. Working on details. 
 
Notes from Chris Geiman (Historian & coordinator for “Youth Ambassadors”) 
 
1) I'm in the processing of getting together our "historian" book for the BSM #5.  I have bought 
materials I need to start the binder/book (plastic pages, stickies, markers, etc.).  Will bring receipt to 
next meeting. It's going to take me a little while since I'll have to comprise up 2006/2007 year in 
review, also. 
  
 



2) My class of nine special needs students at Highlands High School will put together the invitations 
for the upcoming Memorial Day extravaganza.  I'm hoping to make them "junior ambassadors" for 
the BSM.  They are willing to put any items together, along with paper assembly, sorting, invitations, 
etc. that BSM #5 needs.  These children are special needs children who are willing to give up their 
time to help out the BSM. If anyone has any paper sorting, collating or folding of papers, etc. please 
let me know.  I can do the work with my students at the school and then deliver them back to you.  If 
you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Notes from Sharon Bolmer (VA “Social” Committee chairperson) 
�
Received approval from VA to move forward with the ‘Share A Dream’ project. 

 
Currently working on getting letters with brochures out to mailing list asking for donations for the 
‘Share A Dream’ project.  Currently have a list compiled of the local VFWs, American Legion.  
Working on additional list of other various non-profit organizations and will mail out letters to them 
as well when list is prepared. 

  
At the informal meeting held on 2/27, we briefly discussed how we would proceed going forward.  
We will see what kind of response we get in the form of donations.  The VA and BSM Social 
Committee will both be involved in selecting a recipient, but BSM will defer to the decision of the 
VA on whether the veteran is able to attend (due to health concerns, etc.) the event he has chosen.   
  
We also discussed the possibility of contacting corporate sponsors to defer some of the expense of 
requests that may be made by the veteran (i.e., restaurants, limo companies, etc.). . to see if they 
would be willing to donate goods/services. 

  
I think that's about where we're at on the VA “Social” Committee. 
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Happy March / April Birthdays  

  

The Ram 

March 21 to April 20  

Traditional -Aries Traits 

Adventurous and energetic 
Pioneering and courageous 
Enthusiastic and confident 
Dynamic and quick-witted 

 

The Bull 

April 21 to May 21  

Traditional- Taurus Traits 

Patient and reliable 
Warmhearted and loving 
Persistent and determined 
Placid and security loving 

 

Michael Woodside – 03/22 Tim Hanley – 04/27 
 

 
 

 
PLEASE CHECK  WITH  DOLORES TO BE CERTAIN  THAT  SHE HAS YOUR SON’S  

 
AND/OR DAUGHTERS’  BIRTHDAY  AND MAILING  ADDRESS CORRECTLY   

 
LISTED  IN  THE  SUNSHINE BOOK. 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to all  the Blue Star Members, Associate Members &  Dads  
 

March April 

Ruth Penny Jackie Wofford 
Margaret Wildi Rose Welker 

Blue Star Dad – Tony Geiman Ann Kloentrup 
  

 

Wishing you a year of great promise, 
 new dreams and  

very special happiness…. 
Have a wonderful birthday. 

 
 
 
 
     

 
 

Blue Star Daisy 



 
 

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. www.bluestarmothers.org 
 

To order a Blue Star Flag, www.serviceflags.com. 
 

Stars and Stripes www.stripes.com 
 

This is a film about all mothers who, throughout history, have had to send a son or daughter to 
war.    www.mychildthemovie.com.  
 

www.americasupportyou.mil 
 

www.anysoldier.com 

www.soldierangels.org 
 

www.karenkingsbury.com/soldiers 

www.rollingthunder1.com 
 

www.taps.org 

www.dogbarneyproductions.com 
 

www.stinalisa.com 
 

www.soldierwall.com 
 

www.goodsearch.com 

www.flatdaddies.com 
 

www.bluestarmoms.org – Lowest Airfare 
 

 www.prayercentral.net – Daily Prayer 
 

 
 

IF YOU HAPPEN TO RUN ACROSS A WEBSITE 
THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO OUR 

CHAPTER…PLEASE SEND IT TO ME AND I WILL 
ADD IT TO THE LIST. 

 
Lorene Friedman 

lorenefriedman@insightbb.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Links of Interest       



IN REMEMBRANCES AND RESPECT TO ALL OF 
 

                                          OUR VETERANS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

�  

“TO A GOLD STAR MOTHER”  
 
 

There’s a land where the birds are singing  
and the skies are always blue,  

On the other side of the rainbow  
where your soldier waits for you. 

 
Safe at last from the sins of mankind  

and ravages of war,  
on the other side of the rainbow  

is the son that you adore. 
 

In his eyes is the light of Heaven- 
on his face is the same loved smile-  

on the other side of the rainbow  
where he’ll greet you in a while. 

 

 


