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Friday Mornings at the Pentagon 

By JOSEPH L. GALLOWAY 

McClatchy Newspapers 

  

Over the last 12 months, 1,042 soldiers, Marines, sailors and Air Force personnel have given 
their lives in the terrible duty that is war.  Thousands more have come home on 
stretchers, horribly wounded and facing months or years in military hospitals. 

This week, I'm turning my space over to a good friend and former roommate, Army Lt. Col. 
Robert Bateman, who recently completed a year-long tour of duty in Iraq and is now back at the 
Pentagon. 

Here's Lt. Col. Bateman's account of a little-known ceremony that fills the halls of the Army 
corridor of the Pentagon with cheers, applause and many tears every Friday morning.  It 
first appeared on May 17 on the Web log of media critic and pundit Eric Alterman at the Media 
Matters for America Website : 

 It is 110 yards from the 'E' ring to the 'A' ring of the Pentagon.  This section of the Pentagon is 
newly renovated; the floors shine, the hallway is broad, and the lighting is bright.  At this instant 
the entire length of the corridor is packed with officers, a few sergeants and some civilians, all 
crammed tightly three and four deep against the walls.  There are thousands here. 

 This hallway, more than any other, is the `Army' hallway.  The G3 offices line one side, G2 the 
other, G8 is around the corner.  All Army.  Moderate conversations flow in a low buzz.  Friends 
who may not have seen each other for a few weeks, or a few years, spot each other, cross 
the way and renew. 

 Everyone shifts to ensure an open path remains down the center.  The air conditioning system 
was not designed for this press of bodies in this area. 

 The temperature is rising already.  Nobody cares.   

 10:36 hours:  The clapping starts at the E-Ring.  That is the outermost of the five rings of the 
Pentagon and it is closest to the entrance to the building.  This clapping is low, sustained, and 
hearty.  It is applause with a deep emotion behind it as it moves forward in a wave down 
the length of the hallway. 

 A steady rolling wave of sound it is, moving at the pace of the soldier in the wheelchair who 
marks the forward edge with his presence.  He is the first.  He is missing the greater part of 
one leg, and some of his wounds are still suppurating.  By his age I expect that he is a private, or 
perhaps a private first class. 

 Captains, majors, lieutenant colonels and colonels meet his gaze and nod as they applaud, 
soldier to soldier.  Three years ago when I described one of these events, those lining 
the hallways were somewhat different.  The applause a little wilder, perhaps in private guilt 
for not having shared in the burden ... yet. 

  



Now almost everyone lining the hallway is, like the man in the wheelchair, also a combat 
veteran.  This steadies the applause, but I think deepens the sentiment.  We have all been there 
now.  The soldier's chair is pushed by, I believe, a full colonel.    

Behind him, and stretching the length from Rings E to A, come more of his peers, each private, 
corporal, or sergeant assisted as need be by a field grade officer. 

 11:00 hours:  Twenty-four minutes of steady applause.  My hands hurt, and I laugh to myself at 
how stupid that sounds in my own head.  My hands hurt. Please! Shut up and clap. For twenty-
four minutes, soldier after soldier has come down this hallway - 20, 25, 30.  Fifty-three legs 
come with them, and perhaps only 52 hands or arms, but down this hall came 30 solid hearts. 

They pass down this corridor of officers and applause, and then meet for a private lunch, at 
which they are the guests of honor, hosted by the generals. Some are wheeled along.  Some 
insist upon getting out of their chairs, to march as best they can with their chin held up, down 
this hallway, through this most unique audience.  Some are catching handshakes and smiling like 
a politician at a Fourth of July parade.  More than a couple of them seem amazed and are 
smiling shyly. 

There are families with them as well: the 18-year-old war-bride pushing her 19-year-old 
husband's wheelchair and not quite understanding why her husband is so affected by this, the boy 
she grew up with, now a man, who had never shed a tear is crying; the older immigrant Latino 
parents who have, perhaps more than their wounded mid-20s son, an appreciation for the 
emotion given on their son's behalf.  No man in that hallway, walking or clapping, is ashamed by 
the silent tears on more than a few cheeks.  An Airborne Ranger wipes his eyes only to 
better see.  A couple of the officers in this crowd have themselves been a part of this parade in 
the past. 

These are our men, broken in body they may be, but they are our brothers, and we welcome them 
home.   

THIS PARADE HAS GONE ON, EVERY SINGLE FRIDAY, ALL YEAR LONG, FOR  
MORE THAN FOUR YEARS.  

 DID YOU KNOW THAT?  

 THE MAINSTREAM MEDIA HAVEN'T YET TOLD THE STORY.  
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Food Items  
 

Individual Serving Sizes of: 
 
  

Cheese (package) 
Tuna, Salmon, Chicken 

 (in the foil pouches or cracker kit) 
Bon-appetite meals 

 Coffee & Tea Singles 
 Gatorade mix/ Crystal Light 

Powdered Drink mixes 
 Easy Mac & Hamburger Helper Singles 

 Microwavable shelf-stable items  
(Beef-a-Roni, Spagetti-os) 

 Slim Jims-Beef Jerky- Pepperoni  
 Sunflower Seeds  

 Fruit Rollups/Fruit Snacks 
 Trail Mix/ Nuts 

 Chips (hard pack -- i.e. Pringles) 
 Fruit Cups; Peaches, Pears, Applesauce 

 Dried Fruit, i.e. Raisins  
 Granola/Energy bars 
 Microwave popcorn 

 Instant oatmeal  
Single serving puddings/Jell-O 

    
Entertainment Items:  

 

Music CD’s 
 Crossword / Puzzle Books   

 Playing Cards - Movies on DVD 
 Small electronic Games (i.e. Car Games) 

Batteries (AAA, AA) 
   

 �

�

Hygiene Items  
 

Small sizes of: 
 

Medicated foot powder  
(non aerosol)  

Wet-ones / disposable wipes 
 
 

And the most important of all  
 

Any kind of Candy, Candy, Candy 
Gum 

Swizzle’s 
Tootsie roll pops 
Cow Tails 

Life savers / mints 
 
 

Misc Items  
 

Shoelaces (27” leather round laces): 
Disposable cameras 

AT&T international phone cards 
Flip flops 

SOCKS 
SOCKS 
SOCKS 
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NKY BSMA, Inc  
Minutes  Recorded from Monthly Business Meeting 

March 19th, 2008 
 

The March business meeting was called to order at 6:38 p.m. by the Vice President, Carol Gries. 
 
The opening prayer was recited by Chaplain Kim Hockney.  This was followed by the patriotic 
instructor, Anna Judd, leading the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
We were pleased to welcome two new members to our group; Gretchen Eisenman and Andrea Geiser 
and we will conduct the initiation at the April business meeting. 
 
The regular business meeting was dispensed with in order to honor our very special guests.  It was 
our extreme honor and privilege to welcome two of our heroes home from Afghanistan.  Brandon 
McNees son of BSM Wanda McNees and Stewart Hail son of BSM Ann Kloentrup and husband to 
BSM Associate Belinda Hail.   
 
The Chaplain asked a closing blessing and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
A pot luck dinner was enjoyed by all and gave us time to meet and socialize with our guests. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorene Friedman 
�

Committee Reports 
�
VAVS report from Colleen Gagliardi  …………….On March 19th, we sponsored our first Birthday 
Party at the VA Hospital in Fort Thomas.   Our theme was St Patrick’s Day/ Easter.  Kim Hockney 
graciously performed on the piano for our party. We celebrated five birthdays.  In addition we gave 
the Birthday veterans a blue canvas bag with their name embroidered along with a patriot design 
which our very talented member Kim sewed.  She has generously agreed to sew these bags for the 
upcoming birthdays this year. Overall it was a great success.  Our next party will be Tuesday, April 
22nd; we are working on a Derby Day theme.  As always if anyone has any suggestions, time or talent 
for our parties please let me know. 
 
VA Social Committee report ……………. The first mailing of the letters seeking monetary support 
for the “Share Your Dream with a Blue Star Mother” project was mailed out April 1, 2008.  Say a 
little prayer and keep your fingers crossed that we get this wonderful project off the ground in a 
timely manner. 
 
No other reports were submitted 
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Happy ‘April / May /June’ Birthdays 

 
 

The Bull 

April 21 to May 21  

Traditional- Taurus traits 

Patient and reliable 
Warmhearted and loving 
Persistent and determined 
Placid and security loving 

 

The Twins 

May 22 to June 21  
Traditional - Gemini traits 

 
Adaptable and versatile 

Communicative and witty 
Intellectual and eloquent 

Youthful and lively 

 

Tim Hanley – 04/27 Michael T. Kohrs 06/07 
Marquis A. Wofford 05/12 Brandon McNees 06/09 

 Becky Cox – 06/18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE CHECK  WITH  DOLORES TO BE CERTAIN  THAT  SHE HAS YOUR SON’S  
 

AND/OR DAUGHTERS’  BIRTHDAY  AND MAILING  ADDRESS CORRECTLY   
 

LISTED  IN  THE  SUNSHINE BOOK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to all  the Blue Star Members, Associate Members &  Dads  
 

April May 

Jackie Wofford Carol Gries 
Rose Welker Mary Wildi 

Ann Kloentrup Samuel ‘Gino’ Wofford 
  

 

Wishing you a year of great promise, 
 new dreams and  

very special happiness…. 
Have a wonderful birthday. 

 
 
 
 
     

 
 

Blue Star Daisy 



 
 

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. www.bluestarmothers.org 
 

To order a Blue Star Flag, www.serviceflags.com. 
 

Stars and Stripes www.stripes.com 
 

This is a film about all mothers who, throughout history, have had to send a son or daughter to 
war.    www.mychildthemovie.com.  
 

www.americasupportyou.mil 
 

www.anysoldier.com 

www.soldierangels.org 
 

www.karenkingsbury.com/soldiers 

www.rollingthunder1.com 
 

www.taps.org 

www.dogbarneyproductions.com 
 

www.stinalisa.com 
 

www.soldierwall.com 
 

www.goodsearch.com 

www.flatdaddies.com 
 

www.bluestarmoms.org – Lowest Airfare 
 

www.thankyou.org 
 

www.prayercentral.net – Daily Prayer 
 

 
 

IF YOU HAPPEN TO RUN ACROSS A WEBSITE 
THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO OUR 

CHAPTER…PLEASE SEND IT TO ME AND I WILL 
ADD IT TO THE LIST. 

 
Lorene Friedman 

lorenefriedman@insightbb.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Links of Interest       



IN REMEMBRANCES AND RESPECT TO ALL OF 
 

                                          OUR VETERANS  
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“TO A GOLD STAR MOTHER”  
 
 

There’s a land where the birds are singing  
and the skies are always blue,  

On the other side of the rainbow  
where your soldier waits for you. 

 
Safe at last from the sins of mankind  

and ravages of war,  
on the other side of the rainbow  

is the son that you adore. 
 

In his eyes is the light of Heaven- 
on his face is the same loved smile-  

on the other side of the rainbow  
where he’ll greet you in a while. 

 

 



 
 

 
DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT INFORMATION ON FILE  ?????? 

 
 

Change of Membership Information  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of Change: _________________________________________ 
 
Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Home address: ___________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone #: ___________________________________________ 
 
Business Phone: __________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________________ 
 
Birth date: _______________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Please complete and submit to: 
 
Secretary – NKY Chapter 5 
Lorene Friedman 
859-371-8520 
lorenefriedman@insightbb.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 


