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   “The Healing Field” …….on September 22nd five members from our 
BSMA - Chapter 5 witnessed a dream of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Kentucky come into 
being.  Carol Gries, Peggy Eubanks, Martha Woodside, Bill Woodside and Lorene Friedman visited with 
some of the members from the American Legion and Auxiliary in Lawrenceburg, KY as they dug holes and 
placed a flag pole into each hole.  The flags will be in honor of our military fallen heroes that have given their 
all in Iraq and Afghanistan.  More flag poles will be completed as needed.  By the Grace of God maybe there 
will be no need for more. 
 

Visualize this………two years ago the American Legion erected a brick ‘Wall of Honor’ approximately ten 
feet tall and 100 feet long.  This wall has names of military personnel dating as far back as WWI.  Placed 
behind the wall are the American flag, the KY State flag and a flag representing every branch of the military 
service.  The landscaping is beautiful and very well tended.  Behind this scene will be the 69 American Flags 
flying; eight across and nine deep.  The whole field will be lit 24/7. 
 

We had the pleasure of meeting both Kathy Daudistel and Pam Rice.  Kathy is the American Legion 
Auxiliary-Department of KY-2nd Vice President and Americanism Chairman.  She is serving as the 
chairperson of this amazing project and the plans are that Kathy be our guest speaker at our October monthly 
BSMA meeting. 
 

Pam is the American Legion Auxiliary Department of KY President for 2007-2008 and is a member of the 
Post #34 in Lawrenceburg.  The Healing Field project is through the Department of Kentucky but the 
American Legion Post #34 graciously donated the land to be used.  To quote Pam, “even though this project 
has been planned by the American Legion Auxiliary, this is "our Healing Field". Mine, yours, and every other 
person in Kentucky that cares about our servicemen and women. There truly is no way that we could ever 
repay them for their sacrifices”.  

  
Chapter 5 has been invited to attend the opening ceremony and dedication of the 
Healing Field on November 10th, and are deeply honored to accept this invitation. 
There will be several of us going down and the trip is very easy to make, the scenery is beautiful this time of 
the year and Lawrenceburg is a lovely little town. Take I-75 South to 64E to 127, turn left onto 127, go to 
Broadway, make a left on Broadway, go a very short distance—you will see a school on your left and the 
Healing Field on your right, (about one and half hours from Florence). 
 

 
�



 
The Healing Field 

 

I’d never heard of a “healing field”.  I didn’t know what to expect as we drove to Lawrenceburg, 
Kentucky last week, but I was anxious to help in any way I could.  I am from a family of military 
men, my dad was in WWII, my brothers, Ralph & John, served in Viet Nam and my brothers, Greg, 
Gene and Carl, served in the military but not in war time.  The residual effects of serving during 
wartime and even just serving in the military can leave lasting effects on your family.  Our family 
had a lot of those.   
 

Just as visiting the Viet Nam Moving Wall gave me a sense that I was not alone in my desire for 
understanding and gave me a sense of awe that so many families were affected by our wars, the 
“Healing Field” let me know that I am not alone in my quest to find some kind of release for the 
emotions that are deep inside me.   
 

The list of names, though no one I knew was listed there, gave me a feeling of belonging to a much 
larger family.  A family dedicated to remembering the loved ones who stood up and defended our 
country and our freedoms with their whole beings.  Our loved ones who maybe were afraid to die, 
but put that aside to guarantee that we could have a life free from dictatorships and one where we can 
choose the way we want to live and raise our families. 
 

The flags flying behind the wall, representing our country and military services, gave me the same 
feeling of respect and pride I always feel when I see our US flag and hear the Star Spangled Banner.  
The respect and pride I feel when seeing a man or woman in uniform, knowing that they are putting 
their lives on hold so that I can live mine fully.   
 

The empty poles behind the service flags were a promise that those who are giving their lives in 
Afghanistan and Iraq will be remembered and honored.  I can’t wait until their flags are flying on 
those poles and we can give our tribute to them at the dedication of the wall on November 10, 2007.  
When the dedication is complete, this will truly become a “Healing Field”, where we can go to 
remember and reflect on the lives of those who gave theirs in service to us, the American people, and 
in the preservation of our way of life.  It will also remind us that their sacrifice was meant for people 
all over the world so they can live in a democracy and have the same freedoms we, all too often, take 
for granted. 
 

      Peggy Eubanks, Parliamentarian 
      Northern KY Blue Star Mothers Chapter 5 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Lorene, 

I would like to take this time to thank you for telling me about the troop’s arrival this past Sunday and riding 
down with me.   I really enjoyed going to the experience of the return of so many returning from Iraq.   I was 
so moved and touched by the number of family and friends that attended this at the Rupp Arena Stadium in 
Lexington showing their support and love.  

I also enjoyed the opportunity to greet several of the troops as they moved around looking for their families 
and friends and shaking their hands and saying thank you for which I am sure they appreciated.    The large 
crowd that turned out for the ceremony was just what this country needs to show their support. 

Yours in fellowship,  

Carol Gries, Vice President of Blue Star Mothers 
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Vanessa Dobos is a gunner on a USAF AC-130 gunship.  She has seen action in Iraq and Afghanistan.  She 
likes long walks on the beach, men who aren’t afraid to cry and puppies.  Her dislikes include feed tray 

stoppages, tracer flare out of her NVGs and premature fixed-wing strikes scattering her high-value targets. 
 

NEWS FROM OUR KIDS………  
A note from Sandy Bolmer’s son,  S/Sgt James Ross III  
 

Kimberly,                                                                                                          
Hello my name is Staff Sergeant Ross and I am from Newport KY! Currently I am serving my 2nd 
tour in Baghdad Iraq! We have been here for 7 months of a 15 month deployment. I am stationed 
outta Ft.Riley Kansas Home of the Big Red 1.  I have been in the Active Army now for the Last 7 
years, been to South Korea twice, Iraq twice, Fort Campbell KY, and now Fort Riley Kansas. I 
would like to thank you for everything that you all do! My mother Sandy Bolmer is a member of the 
Blue Star, and I think it is great what you do for us Soldiers!!!!!!! It really means alot to us that there 
is someone back home that appreciates what we are doing here on these long deployments away 
from our families, friends, and loved ones!  
 
Once again I would like to take a few minutes outta my day to say THANK YOU from all us soldiers 
here in Baghdad Iraq for everything that your group does! I hope to finally meet some of you when 
we have our safe return home!  
 

Thanks Again                                           
SSG Ross                                              
C co 2-16 Inf Unit # 41560 
FOB RUSTIMIYAH    
US ARMY INFANTRY                                     
APO, AE 09390-1560 
The address if ya want to send boxes to soldiers in my company or platoon 



 
 
 

BEWARE……………….. 
 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER BEFORE  YOU ATTEND  
THE BSM’S  

HALLOWEEN DANCE ON OCTOBER 27 
 
 
A wife got a terrible headache and told her husband to go to the Halloween party alone. 
 
He, being a devoted husband, protested, but she argued and said she was going to take some aspirin and go to 
bed and there was no need for his good time to be spoiled by not going. So he took his costume and away he 
went.  
The wife, after sleeping soundly for about an hour, woke without pain and as it was still early, decided go to 
the party 
 
As her husband didn't know what her costume was, she thought she would have some fun by watching her 
husband to see how he acted when she was not with him. So she joined the party and soon spotted her 
husband in his costume, cavorting around on the dance floor, dancing with every nice 'chick' he could and 
copping a little feel here and a little kiss there. 
 
His wife went up to him and being a rather seductive babe herself, he left his new partner high and dry and 
devoted his time to her. She let him go as far as he wished, naturally, since he was her husband. 
 
After more drinks he finally whispered a little proposition in her ear and she agreed, so off they went to one 
of the cars and made passionate love in the back seat. 
 
Just before unmasking at midnight, she slipped away and went home and put the costume away and got into 
bed, wondering what kind of explanation he would make up for his outrageous behavior. 
 
She was sitting up reading when he came in, so she asked what kind of time he had. 'Oh, the same old thing. 
You know I never have a good time when you're not there.' Then she asked, 'Did you dance much?' 
 
He replied, I'll tell you, I never even danced one dance. When I got there, I met Pete, Bill Brown and some 
other guys, so we went into the spare room and played poker all evening.' 
 
You must have looked really silly wearing that costume playing poker all night!' she said with unashamed 
sarcasm. 
 
To which the husband replied, 'Actually, I gave my costume to your brother.   Apparently he had the time of 
his life. 
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Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc 
Northern KY Chapter 5 
September 19th, 2007 

 

The September ‘special’ business session was called to order at 7:00 pm by the President, Kimberly Piol.  
The opening prayer was recited by our Chaplain, Kim Hockney. The colors were presented by our the 
color guards; this was followed with the Pledge of Allegiance and the Preamble of the Blue Star Mothers of 
America, Inc. 
 
Due to the nature of this ‘special’ meeting and the three wonderful guest speakers we had scheduled for 
the evening, all business matters pertaining to the NKY Chapter 5 – BSMA were dispensed with.  
Immediately after the opening rituals the Bible was closed and we broke for dinner.   
 
Thanks to all the members that helped make our dinner a “banquet”…..the food was in abundance and 
was absolutely delicious.  We had a wonderful chicken dish; pork chops and dressing; honey baked ham; 
red skinned potatoes; green beans; broccoli casserole; and at least seven crock pots of corn (this is no 
exaggeration, honest, talk about lack of communication, we did it this time) we had German potato salad; 
relish trays; fruit trays; corn bread and honey; dinner rolls and desserts that were out of this world.  Kim 
Hockney made a beautiful blue star cake, Vicky made a punch bowl cake and the list just goes on and on. 
 
Our very special guest, Gunnery Sergeant Jeremy M. de Vries, United States Marine Corps, 
from the Department of Defense “Why We Serve” program said that was the very first time in his life that 
he had eaten broccoli casserole and he really enjoyed it but for us to promise never to tell his Mother.  I 
did exactly what was expected of me as the recording secretary and send a card of appreciation to his 
parents and …..You guessed it…. Since “I” did not make that promise I told his parents all about it. (Relax 
Jeremy knew I was going to tell them). 
 
We were also honored and proud to have two members from the Patriot Guard Riders as our speakers for 
the evening.  Mr. Robert Woods who is the Ohio State Captain & Mr. Steve Verrigni, Senior Ride Captain 
from the NKY Patriot Guard Organization.  They spoke on ‘Who They Are’; ‘What their Mission Stands 
For’ and also ‘The promise they have made to those Who Serve our Country’. 
 
It was a wonderful and most enjoyable evening. 
 
 

The parting blessing was read by our Chaplain, Kim Hockney.  
 
The Color Guard retired the colors. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by the Chapter President, Kimberly Piol. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorene Friedman 
Secretary of Records 
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The Scales 

September 24 to October 23  
The Scorpion 

October 24 to November 22  
  

Traditional-Libra Traits 

Diplomatic and urbane 
Romantic and charming 
Easygoing and sociable 
Idealistic and peaceable 

Traditional- Scorpio Traits 

Determined and forceful 
Emotional and intuitive 
Powerful and passionate 
Exciting and magnetic 

 

 

October 02 
Cadet 3rd Class Lucas Gagliardi 

USAF Academy, CO. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Photo unavailable at this time…… 
 

October 25 
SSgt C.W. Riley (Chuck)   

VMFA AW-225 
UIC 41027 

FPO AP 96426-1027 

On the dark side..Libra Traits 

Indecisive and changeable 
Gullible and easily influenced 
Flirtatious and self-indulgent 

On the dark side..Scorpio Traits 
 

Jealous and resentful 
Compulsive and obsessive 

Secretive and obstinate 
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“Honor the dead by serving the living," 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As of this posting there have been 69 Fallen Warriors from Kentucky during the  
Iraq and Afghanistan War 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

A Gold Star Banner will be presented, to the 
family the day of the funeral, 

by the KY Blue to Gold Liaison Officer 
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