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Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc
Northern KY Chapter 5
October 17, 2007

The October business session was called to order at 6:45 pm by the Presid&imberly Piol. The
opening prayer was recited by our Chaplain, Kim Hockney. The colors were prested by our color
guards; this was followed with the Pledge of Allegiance and the Preaabof the Blue Star Mothers of
America, Inc.

Three new members and one Dad was initiated into our Chapter; Sharon Bokn, Kathy Noel, Chris
Geiman and Paul Noel.

Our outstanding guest speaker for the evening was Pam Rice, a 14 year membiethe American
Legion Auxiliary and currently serving as the President for the Departmat of Kentucky. Pam’s
speech covered the birth of the idea of the Healing Field, the many steand procedure for getting
this project completed, and the many obstacles they encountered. Buwith fortitude, determination
and most of all good team work the ‘Healing Field’ will be ready for the openig and dedication on
November 10, 2007 in Lawrenceburg, KY. Pam extended the invitation to Chapter 5 totand this
ceremony and to witness the giving of this wonderful gift to the families @ll Fallen Warriors from
the Commonwealth of KY.

Reports were presented as follows;

Secretary report — approved as recorded

Treasurer report — approved and filed for audit

Membership report — as of this date there are 38 Members and 44 Asso@advlembers.
Membership

renewal must be submitted to the secretary no later than Decembef'8

Sunshine report — birthday cards and birthday boxes are being mailed out esemonth —
please be certain

the chairperson, Wanda McNees, has all the pertinent information for your mitary sons and
daughters.

Correspondence — Thank you card received from Lucas Gagliardi; Letter anda@hation check
received

from the Mom’s Club of Florence, KY. A thank you card was mailed to the Moris Club.
Halloween cards

were mailed to all the military sons and daughters from Chapter 5.

Audit report — all records were recorded according to the National By-Lawgput forth by
BSMA, Inc.

Election of the Executive Board was posted for the second time and a remerdhat the
November business

meeting will be held on Tuesday November 30due to the Thanksgiving holiday.




Community service —

1.

No

visit to the Mildred Dean School to serve ice cream sundaes to 300+ childrem f
making Christmas cards for the ‘goodies boxes’ to our kids.

decorating Christmas ornaments at Junaita’s house on NoV4

attending the Healing Field in Lawrenceburg, KY., Nov 18

participating in the Veteran’s Memorial Service at the Government Ceter in the City
of Florence —

Nov 11"

decorating the Christmas tree at the Government Center in Florere; the date to be
determined

the stuffing of the “goodie boxes” Dec? at the VFW hall

the lightning of the Christmas tree at the Government Center in lrence on Dec ¥,
2007

New Business —

1.
2.

Inventory of “goodie boxes” items to be submitted at the Nov business meeting;
request for donating $50 to the Ft. Thomas VA hospital was postponed tith¢ Nov
meeting.

Motion made by Sharon Bolmer seconded by Anna Judd

Time of business meeting to be changed backed to 6:30 pm starting with thewN
meeting.

Motion made by Lorene Friedman seconded by Kay Bryant.

The parting prayer was read by our Chaplain, Kim Hockney.

The Color Guard retired the colors.

The meeting was adjourned by the Chapter President, Kimberly Piol.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorene Friedman

Secretary of Records
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THIS ARTICLE IS IN REFERENCE TO THE SQUADRON OF
SSGT C.W. RILEY (CHUCK) SON OF BLUE STAR MOTHER, POLLY McNALLY

Marine Corps News

Vikings serve as pathfinder for Marines on the
ground

Oct. 28, 2007; Submitted on: 10/28/2007 12:56:52 AM ; Story ID#: 2007102805652

By Cpl. Zachary Dyer, 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing (FWD)

AL ASAD, Iraq (Oct. 28, 2007) -- The Marine Corps has changed its tactics in the years since the initial invasion
of Irag. It's no longer about the “shock and awe” attacks designed to quickly eliminate enemy threats, it is more about
rebuilding the country while weeding out insurgents. As such, the role of some units in Iraq has changed.

With their F/A-18D “Hornets,” the “Vikings” of Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 225 have become a
strategic “eye in the sky” for coalition forces on the ground as opposed to their traditional role of using standoff
weapons to destroy the enemy from on high.

“Mostly we've been doing counterinsurgency operations and overwatch with the guys on the ground,” explained
Capt. A. Kristian Larsen, a pilot with VMFA(AW)-225. “Just telling them what we see, and basically helping out on the
ground. We give them a God’s eye view.”

“To put it into perspective, if you are on the ground you would want us overhead being able to see everything that's
going on,” added Larsen, a Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, native. “We also have our weapons, that at anytime we are ready
to put on target.”

The Marines out on the Viking flightline know that what their squadron is doing is vital to the mission. They know that
their fellow Marines on the ground are depending on them to get the support they need, according to Sgt. William
Chevalier, a maintenance control clerk with the Vikings.

“l guess it's a good thing that we’re not dropping (ordnance), because that means what we’re doing out in the field
is working,” said Chevalier. “Although honestly it would be nice for jets to come back empty every now and then.
But so far | think morale is high. We know why we’'re here, and every now and then we get reminded. It’s for the
guys on the ground, making sure that they'’re covered.”

Since they arrived a month ago, the Vikings have assumed the responsibility of providing fixed wing close air support.
As the only Hornet squadron in the Al Anbar province, the Marines of VMFA(AW)-225 are kept pretty busy.

“We are flying a tremendous increase in hours,” explained Larsen. “Back home you typically fly 15 to 20 hours a
month as a pilot. Out here it's more like 60 or 70 hours.”

The Vikings are flying missions around the clock. The burden of keeping the jets in the air falls squarely on the
shoulders of the Marines on the flightline. When a problem arises the Marines must quickly fix it, ensuring that the
aircraft is safe to fly.

“We pretty much have a jet, or a section, in the air 24 hours a day, and those guys down there (on the flightline) are
making it happen,” said Capt. Justin Archibald, a weapons and sensors officer for the Vikings and an Oak Harbor,
Wash., native. “They're awesome.”

For the maintenance and ordnance Marines working on the flightline, it is not so much the operational tempo that



changed as it is the urgency with which their work must be done. The nature of their work changes when they are
deployed, according to Chevalier.

“The tempo isn’t necessarily all that different, although the urgency is there,” explained Chevalier. “Here, we’re doing
what we do to save lives, and preserve order. At home we’re training. You know that you have to get it done, but
there’s not the sense of urgency that you have here. In that sense, you add a whole level of stress, which isn't
necessarily bad, but it keeps you on your toes.”

The hard work of the Vikings is paying dividends. The junior Marines, as well as the officers, know that what they
do on the flightline and in the air has a profound effect on their brothers on the ground.

“With respect to our mission, | know the guys that are out there in our (Area of Repsonsibility), | think it definitely
means a lot to them after talking to them on a daily basis,” said Larsen. “I know it makes them feel a lot safer,
a lot more secure, knowing that we’re overhead and providing that overwatch for them.”

-30-

Two F/A-18 “Hornets” flown by Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 225 sit across from
each other on the Al Asad flightline, Oct. 2. The “Vikings” of VMFA(AW)-225 are responsible for providing close
air support to Marines on the ground. Photo by: Cpl. Zachary Dyer

Staff Sgt. Shelby Smith and Lance Cpl. Anthony Polimeni, both ejection seat mechanics with Marine
All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 225, watch as Staff Sgt. William Brown, a quality assurance representative
with VMFA(AW)-225, works the controls of an F/A-18 “Hornet” during a troubleshooting session, Oct. 2.

Photo by: Cpl. Zachary Dyer

A maintenance Marine with Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 225 performs maintenance
on an F/A-18 “Hornet” in one of the squadron’s hangars on the Al Asad flight line, Oct. 1.
Photob : Cpl. Zachary Dyer

Lance Cpl. Anthony Polimeni, an ejection seat mechanic with Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack
Squadron 225, uses hand signals to communicate over the engine sounds of an F/A-18 “Hornet” as he and
Cpl. Jeffrey Bloomer, a powerline mechanic, troubleshoot a problem on the flightline, Oct. 2.

Photo by: Cpl. Zachary Dyer
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ongittarius

Gapricom
, i :
The Scorpion The Archer The Goat
October 24 to November 22 November 23 to December 21 December 22 to January 20
Traditional- ScorpioTraits Traditional-SagittariusTraits Traditional-Capricorn Traits
Determined and forceful Optimistic and freedom-loving Practical and prudent
Emotional and intuitive Jovial and good-humored Ambitious and disciplined
Powerful and passionate Honest and straightforward Patient and careful
Exciting and magnetic Intellectual and philosophical Humorous and reserved

bt o) :
October 25" December 1st
SSgt C.W. Riley David Kohrs
(Chuck)

Son of Polly McNally  Son of Cindy Kohrs

Happy Birthday to all the Blue Star Members and #&xiate Members

(Listed in alphabetical order)

Sharon Bolmer Juanita Vickers Kathy Noel

Christy Geiman Sharon Beatsch Kimberly Piol
Dolores Held Peggy Eubanks Connie Roberts
Mary Stafford Lorene Friedman Michelle Roberts

Esther Kidder-Steman Desiree Lagergren Martha Wonl#s



IN REMEMBRANCES AND RESPECT TO ALL OF

OUAETERANS

| asked for strength that | might achieve, God made me

Weak that | might obey

| asked for health that | might do great things, | was given
grace that | might do better things.

| asked for riches that | might be happy, | was given poverty
that | might be wise.

| asked for power that | might have the praise of men, | was
given weakness that | might feel the need for God.

| asked for all things that | might enjoy life, | was given life
that | might enjoy all things.

| received nothing that | asked for,
My prayer was answered.

~A prayer by a Confederate Soldier~

‘TOA GOLD STAR MOTHER”

There’s a land where the birds are singing
i and the skies are always blue,
On the other side of the rainbow
where your soldier waits for you.

Safe at last from the sins of mankind
and ravages of war,
on the other side of the rainbow
is the son that you adore.

In his eyes is the light of Heaven-
on his face is the same loved smile-

on the other side of the rainbow

where he’ll greet you in a while.




